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ANNE LEACH 

Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.01 pm]: I rise to inform the house that the state government 
will be assisting the family of Anne Leach, OAM, with arrangements for a public funeral. Anne Leach was 
a distinguished Western Australian recipient of the Order of Australia and Florence Nightingale Medal, and 
a seemingly permanent fixture of the Perth Anzac Day parade. As members and attendees of the parade would 
know, she was at every Anzac Day parade wearing her original nurse’s uniform, riding in the jeep at the head of 
the parade. 

Mrs Leach was born in Meekatharra in June 1914. She began her nursing training at Royal Perth Hospital, then 
called Perth Hospital, before gaining her paediatric certificate at the children’s hospital. When war broke out in 
September 1939, she immediately applied to join the Australian Army Nursing Service. Anne was called up in 
July 1940 before joining the 2nd/7th Australian General Hospital and shipped off on the Aquitania in 
February 1941 to serve in the Middle East. Mrs Leach was initially based in Gaza Ridge for training, before 
going on to be based in Rehovah in Palestine, Sidon in Syria and Buselli in Egypt. In February 1943, she 
returned to Fremantle where she married Captain Vernon Leach, who she met while in Gaza. After a brief 
honeymoon, she served out the remainder of the war at Hollywood hospital, retiring with the rank of captain, 
while Vernon served in New Guinea. 

Unfortunately, following the war, Anne’s life was struck with tragedy. Whilst living in Carnarvon, where 
Mr Leach was appointed resident magistrate, she lost her husband when he drowned in a fishing accident at the 
blowholes. Mrs Leach found herself a single parent with four children under the age of 10 years to raise. What 
followed was a selfless life dedicated to community service. Anne was a life member of the Australian Red 
Cross Society, a president and vice-president of the ladies auxiliary of the Royal Flying Doctor Service, 
a divisional commissioner of the Girl Guides, president and vice president of the Returned Sisters sub-branch of 
the Returned and Services League of Australia, and a founding member of the ladies’ fundraising committee of 
the Army Museum of Western Australian. She was a member of the Royal Perth Hospital Ex-trainees 
Association, the Eleanor Harvey Nurses Society, the Dalkeith ladies Probus Club and the Friends of Government 
House foundation. Members may be interested to know that Anne was also the first sister to work at the then 
newly constructed nurses station on Rottnest Island. 

For this life dedicated to service Anne Leach has been recognised with an Order of Australia medal in 1994 for 
outstanding service to the community, the Florence Nightingale Medal in 1983 by the International Red Cross in 
Geneva and a life membership of the Red Cross—the highest award the society can offer. Fitting such an 
individual’s service to her state and country, last week I called Anne’s daughter Margaret to offer her family the 
government’s assistance for a public funeral service. I am pleased to advise the house that she has accepted the 
government’s offer and that there will be a public funeral service for Anne Leach at St Georges Cathedral, which 
is a proper acknowledgement of the life of someone who has given her state so much. 

Members: Hear, hear! 
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